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Welcome to the third Newsletter of Kent's West Gallery Quire.  Two 
of our altos are about to move to North Devon to live the good life.
It's an area where historically West Gallery music survived much later
than in Kent but where modern revival WG quires are thin on the 
ground.  We wish them bon voyage and good luck in whatever 
musical endeavours they are involved in.

Since our last newsletter, we have performed our “Travelling in Hope” concert programme in Tenterden 
Town Hall as our regular contribution to the Folk Festival (below left) and our Christmas programme, 
“Going the Rounds” at All Saints, Biddenden.

2016 - February 13th,, Concert in All Saints, Birling (near West Malling)
This concert had to be rescheduled from 2015 and as it was early in the year when the weather can be 
unpredictable, the church suggested we stage our concert in the afternoon, following it with tea and cakes
before setting off home at a sensible hour.  Naturally we jumped at the idea!  

However, come the day, the church was decidedly chilly
as one of the two church boilers had recently been
judged unsafe and switched off by British Gas(!) and the
other one was struggling to cope.  The audience
numbered about 40, all swathed in several layers so they
must have known about the heating problems.  However
they applauded well - probably to keep warm! - and they
joined in heartily hen required, particularly on the chorus
of the Temperance Hymn we finished with, “Stop poor
sinner”.  Perhaps they had all signed the pledge; the
village pub was closed, awaiting a new tenant.

The churchwardens' accounts during the West Gallery Period record numerous payments which suggest that
there was a thriving choir at All Saints.  Payments were made to repair the bassoon and to provide new 



reeds, as well as strings for the “bass viol” (cello) and fiddle.  In 1823 money was given to purchase “2 
books of Good Psalm Tunes”.  They were obviously keen to try out some new tunes, possibly by Thomas
Clark of Canterbury, who by this time had published seven or eight “sets” of psalms.  For some time the 
choir was led by John Fullman, who served as the Parish Clerk, and may have been the bassoon player.

March 5th,, “A Grand Day In"-- Please Join Us
This is our annual workshop day, which is an opportunity to try out musical pieces which might not 
otherwise fit into our fortnightly rehearsal schedule.  Singers and instrumentalists who would like to try 
out West Gallery music are very welcome – it's FREE* but do let Tony know so that sufficient music can 
be made available (contact details at the end).  (*Donations towards refreshments welcome.)

April 16th, Concert, St.Mary, Udimore - (see right)
We shall be performing our programme, “A Country Living”, which explores the role of the country parson,
the parish clerk, and the church choir in Georgian village life.  Readings will include the problems caused 
by absentee clergy and poorly paid curates, and villagers deserting their parish church for the dissenting 

chapels where they might hear more passionate preachers. You'll also hear 
about markets and fairs, tithe feasts, fox hunting, and smuggling in this 
programme.  Afterwards, we have been invited to a sit down meal in the 
adjacent Village Hall – now that's the sort of concert we hope for more of 
in the future!

The programme will be repeated on June 6th at All Saints, Woodchurch.

May 9th, "Grand Day Out" – We will be making our annual tour of four churches on Romney Marsh, giving 
short informal concerts in each one for about 40 minutes.  A pub lunch at half time and a tea at the 
end complete a very pleasant day out.  In 2013, we visited
Smeeth church where we were shown some boxwood
clarinets, originally played by members of the church quire
and which had amazingly survived, hidden away in a chest
in the church.  Will we discover some more hidden gems
this year?

September 10th - Charity Concert for Stafish Malawi
This charity provides children's clubs, pre-school education, daily and weekly food programmes, including 
health screening services for over 400 vulnerable children in the Salima district of Malawi.  It was set up 
by a member of Sandhurst Baptist Church and the “Warblers” will be staging a concert to help raise funds
for this worthwhile charity.

New Members:  We are always pleased to welcome new singers and players of wind and stringed 
instruments.  We rehearse on the first, third and fifth Tuesdays of each month in Sandhurst Baptist Church
Hall.  An email to say you're coming will ensure music is available.

Contacts: Maureen 01622-890254, Val 01797-364585 & Anne 01797-364517
Quire Leader: Tony Singleton, tel. 01580-753431 - email: tonysing@unionmill.org.uk 
We now have three CDs for sale, details of which can be found on the recordings page of our website at
www.thewarblers.org.uk and you can find us on YouTube.
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